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This art lesson is inspired by the iconic painting by Vincent van Gogh, The

Starry Night. The brushstrokes and movement throughout the painting are

mesmerizing and a fun technique for little artists to learn. Combine it with a

silhouette of The Nativity scene or just create a beautiful landscape. All ages

can enjoy this project! Below you will find a list of supplies and easy to follow

step-by-step instructions for your artist!

As always, please tag me on Instagram or Facebook (@kelliwassomart) so I can

see what your artist made!

A Starry Night Nativity
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The Starry Night is seen here at the MOMA in New York City. You

can see the thick paint and variety of brushstrokes that Vincent

van Gogh used to depict this scene. It was painted in June 1889.

Van Gogh was not just interested in capturing a scene, but in

expressing the mood and emotion behind the painting. 

"Van Gogh assigned an emotional language to night and nature

that took them far from their actual appearances." (MOMA,

Vincent van Gogh, The Starry Night.

https://www.moma.org/collection/works/79802 )

https://www.moma.org/collection/works/79802


Black construction paper

Acrylic paints (yellow, white, and multiple blue

& green shades) Step #2 discusses how to get a

variety of colors if you only have one blue and

one green paint color. 

Paint brushes

Pencil

Water

Cup for water

Paper towels

Tarp or plastic to protect surface your child is

painting on

Tape

Printed Nativity scene (Can be hand drawn)

Paper plate for acrylic paint

Glitter (optional)

Scissors

Glue (optional)

Supplies
Below is a list of basic supplies that you will

need for this project. 



Step-by-step 

1.

Tape down the piece of paper. The paper should

be placed with a horizontal layout. Draw a

horizontal line across the page that will be the

horizon line. 

2.

Next, pick any green paint color and trace the

horizon line.

Note: If you only have one color of each paint +

white, you can mix a variety of colors ahead of

time. You can also add yellow to green to create

some yellow-green colors. 

3. 

Now it is time to fill up the land with small

horizontal brushstrokes just like Vincent! The goal is

to cover ALL of the black paper. Switch back and

forth between the different greens and layer the

strokes. Help your artist to not blend the paint on

the paper. This will help them have the small

brushstroke texture seen in The Starry Night.  
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Step-by-step continued...

4.

Continue to fill in the grass. If you have an

older student, they can study the original

painting and try to create different hills and a

more detailed landscape. 

5.

Encourage your artist to cover all of the black

paper. This is especially important if you are

planning on adding the silhouette nativity. The

nativity will stand out the best against the lighter

green colors and if the black paper is fully covered

with paint. 

6.

Now it is time to start on the sky. The same

technique of small horizontal and layered

brushstrokes are used in the sky. For little artists,

they will probably do best focusing on the

brushstrokes. Older artists can work to capture the

movement through the swirls and stars in the

original painting. 
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Step-by-step continued...

7.

Once the paper looks similar to this image and

the black is mostly or fully covered, you are

ready to move on to the nativity scene. 

Note: This will require a grown-up's help for

young artists.

8.

The silhouette nativity scene can be completed

in several ways. The easiest would be to simply

print it & cut the scene out. For this scene, I

printed the nativity scene, cut it, traced the

shapes on another piece of construction paper,

and then cut those shapes out. I like the look of

the construction paper over my printer's image.

Whatever works for you is great!

9.

Next, have your artist place the nativity scene

wherever they want on their painting. If the paint

is still wet, the pieces will stick on easily. If it has

already started to dry, you can use glue or just

dab a bit of wet paint and stick the cut-outs on

the paper. 
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Step-by-step continued...

10.

Mix some of the white paint with the green

and add a few highlights to the grass if

needed! 

11.

It is star time! Grab some scrap

construction paper and have your artist

paint a yellow spot that will be large

enough to turn into a star. They can mix in

some white to add variety to the color.

Older artists can draw a star, paint it, and

add their own details. 

12.

You heard it here first...this is OPTIONAL! 

Glitter doesn't bother me that much, so

long as it is in a controlled environment. If

you feel the same, sprinkle some glitter

before the paint dries to add a little

shimmer to the Christmas star. 
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Step-by-step continued...

13. 

After the paint and glitter dry, cut out the

shape of a star. It can be whatever shape

your artist would like. Glue it on or simply

add a dab of wet paint and place the star

on the piece of paper. 

14.

Congrats! Your artist has now created a

beautiful piece of art, explored a new

painting technique, and learned about a

famous artist and his painting. 

15.

Photograph and share your artist's work!

Scroll to the next page to find different

ways you can share what your artist

created.
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Share your work with me!

INSTAGRAM

Post a photo on your Instagram

stories of the art you created with

your child/student and tag me

(@kelliwassomart)

I'll make sure to reshare it!

FACEBOOK

Post a photo on Facebook of the

art you created with your

child/student and tag me 

(@kelliwassomart)

WEBSITE

I would love to see the art that

you create with your

child/students. You can email me

at kelliwassomart@gmail.com  or

post on my latest blog post here. 
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